Learning Kit

An interactive learning guide for
exhibitions at Jameel Arts Centre
for young artists and explorers
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You are about to embark on a special
journey to discover many precious

and sometimes fragile works of art.

Please do not touch the art and be
part of our team'’s effort to keep it safe

for future generations to experience.
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October 10, 2019 - February 15, 2020

This group exhibition, titled Phantom Limb, includes works by
13 artists. The artworks displayed describe the challenges we face
when learning about and saving our heritage and memories.

The works talk about many stories and special objects that are
made in a variety of forms including sculptures, installation art,
photography and video.

Phantom (FAN-TOM): something that seems real but does not exist.
Limb: a branch or a jointed part of the body

Heritage: the background from which one comes, or any sort of
inherited property or goods.



Benji Boyadgian

Chapter 2: The Cabinet of Curiosities, 2019

Plywood and found objects from Wadi Al Shami, Jerusalem

Benji's works document an area between Bethlehem and Jerusalem called Wadi Al Shami.
This valley is filled with memories of the past; its ancient Ottoman ruins were used as
shelter for sheep farmers while their herds grazed amongst olive trees. With plans made
to build a highway over it, Benji decided to record the Wadi before it disappears forever!
By collecting discarded objects which you can see here, Benji is practicing PREemptive
archaeology, studying the remains of past human life and activities BEFORE they are gone.
How often do we use our phone cameras? We take lots of pictures everyday recording and
documenting every step of our lives.

Look through old family photographs, do you spot any familiar faces, places or things?

Ottoman era: a large Turkish sultanate spanning parts of Asia, Africa and Europe;
created by the Ottoman Turks in the 13th century, lasting until the end of World War |

Your turn!

Draw a picture documenting a view from your room or house and draw the
same one a few weeks later, make a comparison of the changes to the view.

TODAY
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Akram Zaatari

An extraordinary event, 2018

8 framed inkjet photographs

These photographs are a record of the discovery of 19 ancient Phoenician sarcophagi
by Osman Hamdi Bey in 1887 in Lebanon. The artifacts were later removed and taken to
Turkey where they have remained ever since. The artist altered the photographs making
artefacts glow turning them into white, ghostly shapes and hinting at feelings of absence
and mislocation.

Phoenicia (FI-NEE-SHUH): an ancient maritime country in present-day Syria and Lebanon. Its people
became important navigators and traders of the Mediterranean and traveled to the edges of the
world introducing their alphabet, based on symbols for sounds.

Sarcophagi (SAR- COF-AGEE): plural of Sarcophagus, a stone or marble coffin or tomb, especially
one displaying sculpture or inscriptions.

Your turn!

Look at the illustrations on the other page. Can you spot the differences?
Write down the differences you notice.

DRAWING #1

DRAWING #2
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Rayyane Tabet

Orthostates, 2017 - 2019

32 framed charcoal on paper rubbings, vinyl on wall

Walk slowly by Rayyane’s framed works. Do you notice how the shapes are all unique,
showing faint traces of figures and shapes?

Inthe 1930s, Rayyane’s great-grandfather worked with a German archeologist who explored
the old city of Tell Halaf in Syria. Many detailed Neo-Hittite sculptural reliefs and artifacts
(of over 3,600 years old!) were found and sent to museums around the world. 194 of these
artifacts were sent to Germany, and partly destroyed years later when the museum housing
them was badly damaged during World War Il. Rayyane made rubbings out 32 whole and
damaged pieces, some that were impossible to put back together.

Archeologist (AR-KEE-YO-LO-GIST): A person whose job is the scientific study of historic or
prehistoric peoples and their cultures by analysis of their artifacts, inscriptions, monuments, and
other such remains, especially those that have been excavated.

Neo-Hittite: A group of kingdoms that developed in parts of Turkey and Syria during the Iron Age.
Artifacts: an object produced or shaped by human craft, especially a tool, weapon, or ornament.

Your turn!

You can make your own rubbings to make a record or mark. Try placing a paper over
objects or surfaces and rub a crayon or pencil over them to document a drawing of them.
What are other ways you can leave a trace of yourself behind?

TRY YOUR PARENTS’
CAR’S LICENSE PLATE
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Ali Cherri

Graftings, 2019

Artifacts, wood, metal

Artifacts are often found as buried remains with no records or instructions of how they
were put together or how they appeared. Ali explores the idea of using completely
different materials and objects to help complete or restore an artwork or artifact, creating
new hybrid forms using a grafting technique.

Hybrid: Something that is a combination of two different things.

Grafting: Something (as a piece of skin or a plant bud) that is joined to something similar so as to
grow together. To join or add something new.

Your turn!

Look carefully at the strange combinations used in the work. Use your imagination to
compete the drawings below.
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Did you know?

— Read and learn
Every piece of art has a story to tell, and museums work to find these stories and share them
with the world. This story is also known as provenance. Next time you find yourself in a
museum pay attention to the artwork label. Wall texts are different around the world. Below is
an illustration with some information you might find on a wall label.

— Need a hand?

Provenance: a record of ownership of a work of art or an antique, used as a guide to authenticity or quality.
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Your turn!

Next time you visit a museum, read the wall text and pay attention to
where the art came from. Ask yourself, what is the story behind this
work of art? How did it get here?

Imagine a museum asked you to exhibit an object from your house.
What would your label look like? What would it read?

CHOOSE YOUR
FAVORITE ARTWORK
FROM PHANTOM LIMB!

The name given to the piece
Who made it?

Where was it made?

How old is it?

What is it made of?

Information of who owns the piece and where it comes from?
Think of who did it belong to?

The unique number a museum gives a work which usually includes
the date it was bought and where it is stored




Prabhakar Pachpute

Sea of Fists, 2018 - 2019
September 21, 2019 - February 15, 2020
(Drawings) Charcoal and acrylic on plywood cutouts and the wall.
(Sculpture) Plaster of Paris, metal, wood, coconut fibre and cloth.

In this gallery space artist Prabhakar Pachpute created drawings using charcoal and
sculptural wood cutouts with added lighting to create a whole new experience. Prabhakar
comes from a family with a long history of miners and farmers who worked hard to extract
coal from dark caves, and harvest fields despite many challenges they faced. He describes the
hard working miners and farmers as the hidden heroes who form the very basis of our society.
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Your turn!

Who and what do you think is essential to human life? Cave drawings made
40,000 years ago showed animals that were hunted for food and other
necessities for survival. Draw what you believe to be essential in our modern
way of life in the empty landscape below.




Hassan Khan

Composition for a Public Park
November 3, 2019 - June 8, 2020

Take a walk in Jaddaf Waterfront Sculpture Park, do you hear voices in the trees coming from the
speakers? What do the voices in the recording say? Hassan composed a special experience where
different stories are told in several languages describing the inner thoughts of a speaker.

Your turn!

Find a comfortable place to sit and sketch the trees and artworks you see in the Jaddaf
Waterfront Sculpture Park. How can your sketch capture how the sounds make you feel?

PAGE 16 « JADDAF WATERFRONT SCULPTURE PARK
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