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Michael Rakowitz

11 March - 22 November 2020

Michael Rakowitz’s first solo exhibition in the region presents
installations he created over the last 20 years.

Rakowitz is an Iragi-American sculptor, researcher, detective

and sometimes chef, and has socially engaged practices

and passion for history. Working with architecture, artefacts

and food, Rakowitz excavates personal, social and material
histories and connects scattered stories from different times and
locations. He is interested in how pop culture can be used as a
way to tell the stories of different cultures.

Solo exhibition: an exhibition entirely dedicated to one artist! Michael Rakowitz is
taking over two floors of the Jameel Arts Centre with many bodies of work.

Social practice: this is an art form that works with people and communities. It can
sometimes be found in public but is not necessarily a traditional artwork, such as
painting, drawing or sculpting. It can be a performance, film, an experiment or a
housing project, which is a plan that is made to provide houses for people in need.

Excavate: digging deeper and discovering something, which is what
archaeologists do, but it can also refer to someone who deeply researches a topic.

Material histories: we study the history of countries, people, and events, and so
‘material history’ is the study of objects and the stories behind them.

Pop culture: these are objects, entertainment, fashion trends, slang terms and
technology that represent the current culture and our everyday lives.




The invisible enemy should not exist

(Room N)
(© 2007-ongoing

Middle Eastern food packaging and newspapers, glue, labels, sound, drawings

Michael Rakowitz gathered thousands of food packages, newspapers and other everyday
materials from Middle Eastern communities in the U.S to recreate the destroyed and looted
artefacts from ancient Irag. The wall reliefs were such an important symbol to the Iraqi people
and were painfully destroyed after the US invasion in 2003. The act of rebuilding such a symbol
represents hope and strength, and yet, the materials used are somewhat fragile and tell the
story of today’s world. How would you have rebuilt this? Do you recognise some of the material

that Rakowitz used?

Looted: when goods are stolen typically during a chaotic time, such as war or riot. With the invasions of

militants, many countries have seen their ancient sites looted and destroyed.
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Your turn!

®

The original wall reliefs that Rakowitz recreated told stories about King Ashurnasirpal
Il, battles and ceremonial scenes. The palaces entryways in the city of Nimrud were

guarded by the mighty Lamassu, a human-headed winged bull and brave lion. In a way,

these mythical, or imaginary animals represent a power that was both magical and yet

inspired by nature.

In the space below or on a piece of paper, draw your mythological guard. Would it

have a human head? wings? or scales?

If you have access to modelling clay or paper mache, why not build your own guardian?

Transform your drawing into a guardian creature statue for protection! You can also

draw inspiration from Rakowitz’s sculpture and use wrappers, food packaging and

newspaper cutouts to fill in your drawing or use as materials to create your guardian

statue.

1. Cut many strips
of newspaper or
recycled paper

3. Find an inflated
balloon (empty
containers, jars or
foam plates will work
too!)

5. Create at least six
layers and leave to
dry
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2. Make a paste from
flour and water with
the consistency of
pancake batter

4. Dip the strips of
newspaper into the
paste then place it
on the object

6. Paint or cover with
food wrappers, draw
eyes, a face and
more details!



The flesh is yours the bones are ours Your turn!

() 2015 In the pages below or on a piece of paper, draw some of your favorite remade facades
Installation which you see in here, and make sure to capture as many details as possible!

Rakowitz works with so many metaphors.

What you can see from the link of the image above, are frottages from decorative molding
on the facades of buildings from Istanbul dating back to the Art Nouveau period. The

designs were made by a famous Armenian facade maker called Garabet Cezayirliyan,
whom Rakowitz was inspired by.

Take a closer look, and try to imagine the detailed craftsmanship behind the work. What do
you think it is made of? Typically, these kinds of facades were made from plaster or cement.
But look a little closer, did you spot the bones? What do you think they are representing,
and whose bones are they?

At one point in history, 800,000 dogs were removed from Istanbul and were put on an

Island. In 1915, the Armenian Genocide affected the lives of 1.5 million Armenians.

The facades of the buildings are there to remind us of both these tragedies, but also

celebrate the lives and craftsmanship of Armenian designers. In this skyline of buildings, draw a facade for each one, taking into consideration
elements you believe should be represented on the buildings in Dubai? Would they
be patterns? Plants? Animals?

Frottage: a technique in which a shape or a design is made on paper, by placing it on top of an
object or a surface with relief, then rubbing over the paper with pencil, lead, charcoal or chalk. [111]

Facades: are the decorative outer and front layer of a building. They are usually meant to stand out
and create an impact as you enter the building.

Metaphor: an event, object, animal, example or a saying that can symbolise what you are trying to |
express or say, without directly saying it. |

Art Nouveau is a style of architecture and design from the 1890’s which drew inspiration from plant
forms. 1

Armenian Genocide is a time when the Ottoman Empire deported, arrested and killed Armenians.
This event resulted in many Armenians ending up all over the world and unable to return home.
Armenians are larger known for their creativity and skills in carpentry, architecture and music.

Craftsmanship is high-quality work that is made by hand.
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paraSITE
© 1997-ongoing

Plastic bags, polythene tubing, hooks, tape /
)
. . . . . //_—"\\
Sometimes, artists can end up building extremely useful and important structures. ParaSITE F:yz .

is one of them! These structures which would inflate, while warming people inside, ended
up housing homeless people across the USA. These balloon homes would be attached to a /ﬁ ’ } ‘ \ '
\

building’s heating, and AC systems.
@ If you have a shoe box, cardboard, empty bottles or jars handy, why don’t you try

NN

There were two moments that inspired this design for Rakowitz, one was visiting the
Bedouin tents of the Arab nomads living in the desert which he saw in Jordan. Creating

such tents with the perfect conditions requires physics and understanding of wind and the
sun. The second was how he observed homeless people in the USA gathering around hot
air vents to stay warm. This is a kind of artwork that combines public and community art,
architecture and social justice.

LT

Social justice when the rights of people across all walks of life are met. People involved in social constructing your design? Building a model (even if it's small) is something architects
justice strive to make sure a society has equal rights and don’t experience challenges with race, age do when presenting a project, since it helps everyone visualise what the building will
and religion.

end up looking like in real life. Here are some ideas:
Sustainable is when the resources being used (water, electricity, AC, heating) are not being wasted,

instead they are being used sustainably. Such a process will ensure that these resources last even

longer, without having a negative impact on the environment.

WATER BOTTLE

CEREAL BOX

Your turn! MILK BOX

@ Imagine that you are an architect. You've been invited to design a home for the stray
cats that we see across the city.
Try to think of ways that these homes can be sustainable, environmentally friendly
and can continuously provide shade, food and water for the cats.

TOILET PAPER
CARDBOARD BOX

PAGE 8 « SECOND FLOOR



paraSITE

© 1997-ongoing

Plastic bags, polythene tubing, hooks, tape

3 Imagine that you are an architect in charge of designing a Bedouin tent with
decorative elements to represents your tribe while at the same time have the
efficiency of water and electricity. What sustainable solutions would you use,
given that the desert has less resources? Would the tent be placed near water?
Would you use solar panels? Think about patterns on the tent that would represent
your tribe. What would they look like? What colours would you use?

N
T

DRAW YOUR PATTERN BEDOUIN TENT PATTERN
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Dull Roar

© 2005

Drawings on paper, inflatables, motors and mixed media

In1972, a social-housing project in St. Louise designed by Minoru Yamasaki was demolished
in front of hundreds of people. The project itself was inspired by architect Le Corbusier’s
ideas of what makes a good home, which is a place where you could enjoy the sun, space
and greenery.

The rubble that was left behind from the demolition was used to build one of the most
expensive neighbourhoods in North America.

Although what we see is an inflatable model, rather than real buildings, how does it make
you feel to imagine such important buildings being destroyed?

Demolish is to pull or knock down a building, mainly to then build something new.

Le Corbusier was a swiss architect and city planner, famous for creating projects that combined
functionality and sculpture. He has influenced and inspired architects around the world.

sefulinfiini
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The Breakup WRITE DOWN YOUR LIST OF RULES OR

i EXPECTATION ON A PIECE OF PAPER
(©) 2010-ongoing AS REPRESENTED BELOW

Radio series, video, live performance and objects

The Beatles band break up in the 1970s sent ripples across the world. °

® List of rules
Rakowitz observed the events and the disagreements that led to the band’s break up.
Mostly, they were looking to discover new ways of exploring music individually and staying \7
as a band was becoming very difficult. Their very last concert took place on a rooftop in
London so that the public could say goodbye to them.

Similarly, The Pan-Arab Project went through its own breakdown and dissolution.

What Rakowitz is presenting in his piece here is a radio series that showcases these

disagreements as a way of highlighting how both events - the collapse of The Beatles and g
The Pan-Arab Project - although different in locations, politics and situations, were actually
very similar.

The Beatles were a rock band made up of John Lennon, Paul Mcartney, George Harisson and Ringo
Starr. They are among the most iconic and impactful rock bands of the century. Their lyrics and music
have inspired films, poetry, books and even university degrees across the world!

The Pan-Arab Project was, in many ways, a hopeful dream that would unite the countries of the Arab
World in the 1950s and 1960s. The idea of uniting was meant to empower these countries to have
economic, cultural and social stability. But soon, questions and complications arose -- what could
define a single Arab identity when each country was in its way unique? ﬁ

Your turn!

There are two ways to look at these events. The sad part was that such hopeful and inspiring
projects did not work; however, the good part is that individuals identified their need to be

unique. I
If you were in a similar situation, whether a musical band, a band of countries, or a

community, what would you do to create balance? Write down your expectations here

or on a piece of paper.
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Exploring Michael Rakowitz works, do you see how each time he has connected — s E
architecture to major life events? 9: o |
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193 =
White man got no dreaming is a sculpture that is no different. When visiting y Ei 5 9 L
Australia, Rakowitz was deeply affected by the demolition of a housing project ‘;‘ | g ﬂ
3 J . . . . | = — X
built to house Aboriginal Australians called The Block. He found it unfair how a = o
people’s homes could be taken away from them. And so, he collaborated with = ':":‘ l-ol- /
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the community to collect parts of their homes to construct a model for the

Monument to the Third International, a utopian structure commemorating

the Russian revolution designed and never built by the avant-garde Russian

artist Vladimir Tatlin.

l
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The original Tatlin tower was never built; however, it was meant to be a —
multifunction structure including a broadcast tower and offices. The w
tower collaboratively produced with MR and community around the w 8 L 2 %
) . I I | -
Block was used as a broadcast tower for Koori radio, the local radio Fo 2 B
i . I L. <
station of that community. The recycled materials of destroyed of ® w =
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homes and a realisation of a Tatlin’s tower 100 years later symbolise = < @ ‘:i:‘
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longest and oldest part of time, before the arrival of o 5' = |
other cultures. Native and indigenous are also used to o m 8
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Broadcast tower is the main headquarters and place ze >
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THE VLADIMIR TATLIN
MONUMENT

IRAQI ARTEFACTS FROM
BABYLONIAN TIMES
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Asuncion Molinos Gordos

(@ Artist’s Garden: In Transit: Botany of a Journey
1December 2019 - 1 June 2020
Garden

Prepare yourselves for a surprising garden concept! IN TRANSIT: Botany of a Journey is a garden
concept designed by artist Asuncién Molinos Gordos that is made up of seeds that have travelled
in our intestines, that either already live in Dubai, or have visited. How? Think of all the seeds you
eat on a daily basis: tomatoes, apples, cucumbers, watermelons and more! Now, although we do
chew our food as best we can, there are some seeds that can make it past our digestion systems
and actually survive without being totally chewed away!

Gordos visited a sewage treatment plant in Al-Aweer, and to her surprise, there were plants
sprouting out of the sludge that was laid out to be recycled!

A sewage treatment plant recycles water gathered from people’s homes and public toilets and sinks. The
main purpose is to make sure that the water is cleaned so that it can be recycled. One of the main ways
treated water is used in Dubai is to water all the plants and trees we see growing around the city!

L[/
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Your turn!

®

What are the powerful messages behind this garden? Write down your thoughts
here or on a piece of paper. (Think of the ways we are all connected, the survival of
nature, how much Dubai attracts people from all over the world, and how this garden
represents that. What can the future hold if some of these gardens where to go
extinct?)

[777 771/




Asuncion Molinos Gordos

(@ Artist’s Garden: In Transit: Botany of a Journey
1December 2019 - 1 June 2020

Garden

@ A few fruits and vegetables have decided to quiz you on their origins, do you think
you will get their riddles right?

Riddle: a question that will require you to think outside of the box and use your imagination for
the answer!

—> I'm a really healthy juice, but too much of me will make you turn
bright orange! There is nothing wrong with that though!

—> Once upon a time, people thought | was a poisonous apple. These
days you will mostly find me sitting on top of a pizza, or spaghetti.
| can’t believe they had mistaken me for an apple! | taste nothing
like one!

—> lam the ancestor of kale, broccoli, cauliflower and brussel sprouts.
Without me, they would not have existed.

PAGE 18 « ARTIST'S GARDEN
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@ Once upon a time, seeds were transported to different parts of the world in the hands of
brave travellers. If you go to a supermarket now, you will find that everything is available!
Mangoes from India, avocados from Mexico, tangerines from Morocco, and yet, there
was a time when people had never even tried or heard of these fruits and vegetables.
Try to guess where the below fruits and vegetables originate from, look at the regions
below to help you guess.

<
O GRAPEFRUIT
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Lubna Chowdhary

(©) Metropolis
12 February 2020 - 1 October 2020

Handmade clay sculptures

Metropolis is an installation made up of 1000 handmade clay sculptures! It is a tiny city with lots
of architectural details. The project has taken artist Lubna Chowdhary 28 years to complete! Look
closely, do you have a favourite item? Although they are bright, colourful and the installation itself
is exciting to see, do you feel as though these structures are missing something, or are somehow
too many? Chowdhary takes inspiration from the concept ‘horror vacui’, an issue that is affecting

our cities and leaving very little room for nature and empty spaces to exist.

Horror vacui is the fear of leaving any empty spaces. This could be when you're colouring something in, or in

the scale of a city where you don’t want a single space to be left empty.

Your turn!

@ In the empty spaces around the buildings, what do you propose it should have? Think
of this exercise as a positive ‘horror vacui’. Would you have trees? A park? A lake?

PAGE 20 - LOBBY

In the 3 boxes below, draw your favourite buildings in the installation. We know this
might be hard to narrow down!
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